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A SAMPLE OF SOME BOOKS ON

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICAN PEOPLES
Nahuatl-English English-Nahuatl (Aztec)
Fermin Herrera
407 pages $14.95

History and Mythology of the Aztecs—The
Codex Chimalpopoca
Translated from the Nahuatl by John Bierhorst
238 pages $24.95
History and Mythology of the Aztecs is the first
major scholarship on the Codex Chimalpopoca
in more than forty years. Bierhorst’s is the first
edition in English and the first in any language
to include the complete text of the Legend of
the Suns. The precise, readable, and
fully indexed translation will make
the codex an indispensable reference
for Aztec cultural topics, including
land tenure, statecraft, the role of
women, the tribute system, warfare,
and human sacrifice.
0-8165-1886-6 U of A

Also known as Aztec or Mexican, today more than
1.5 million people in Mexico and Central America
speak Nahuatl. More than 9500 entries. Includes
both classical and modern Nahuatl words. Synopsis
of Nahuatl pronunciation. Comprehensive grammar section.
Index of common Nahuatl phrases and words.
Fermin
Herrera teaches Nahuatl at the University of California State,
Northridge.
0-7818-1011-6

An Analytical Dictionary of Nahuatl
- Frances Karttunen
349 pages $40.95

The Companion Volume…..
Codex Chimalpopoca
210 pages $60.00
The text in Nahuatl with a glossary and grammatical notes.
0-8165-1306-6 U of A

This is a comprehensive modern dictionary of the major indigenous
language of Mexico, the language of the Aztec and many of their
neighbors. Nahuatl speakers became literate within a generation of
contact with Europeans, and a vast literature has been composed in
Nahuatl beginning in the mid-sixteenth century and continuing to the
present. Includes acknowledgements, user’s guide and introduction.
0-8061-2421-0

The Dialog of Earth and Sky
Dreams, Souls, Curing, and the Modern Aztec Underworld
By Timothy J. Knab
190 pages $21.95

People of the Peyote
Huichol Indian History, Religion, & Survival
Edited by Stacy B. Schaefer and Peter T. Furst
560 pages $37.95

In Mexico’s Sierra Norte de Puebla, beliefs that were held
before the coming of Europeans continue to guide the lives of
modern Aztecs. Anthropologist Knab learned the prayers and
techniques for curing maladies of the human soul, and from
his long association with these people has constructed a thorough account of their ancient beliefs and practices. Knab establishes the role of dreams as a vital part of everyday life.
Learning to recount dreams, forming a dreamtale, and
“carrying it on one’s back” to the waking world is the first
part of the practitioners labor in curing. But dreamtales are
shown to be more than parables in this world, for they embody the ethos that link people with their traditions and the
Most Holy Earth. Timothy Knab knows the place and the
people better than any non-Nahuat. His knowledge shows.
He is able to construct a coherent picture of their beliefs, attitudes, and practices. This book is an important record of a
culture that, for nearly 500 years, has kept intact much of preColumbian thought.
0-8165-2413-0 U of A

People of the Peyote explores the culture of the Huichol
Indians of Mexico. The Huichols are best known outside Mexico for their worship of the peyote cactus.
Ritually harvested each year, the peyote flower is pivotal
to most Huichol observances of the annual
ceremonial round. Authored by an international array of scholars including Huichol
Indians, contributions to this volume analyze Huichol ethnography, ethnohistory,
shamanism, religion, mythology, art,
enthnobotany, society, and other topics.
0-8263-1905-X U of NM
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Huichol Mythology
By Robert M. Zingg
Edited by Jay C. Fikes, Phil C. Weigand, and Acelia Garcia de Weigand
292 pages $55.00

A Scattering Of Jades
Stories, Poems, and Prayers of the Aztecs
Translated by Thelma D. Sullivan
Edited by Timothy J. Knab
271 pages $19.95

Best known for their ritual use of peyote, the Huichol
people of west-central Mexico carried much of their
original belief system into the twentieth century unadulterated by the influence of Christian missionaries. This
volume is a collection of myths recorded by Robert Zingg
in 1943 in the village of Tuxpan and is the most comprehensive record of Huichol mythology ever published.
First published in 1998 in a Spanish-language edition,
Huichol Mythology is presented here for the first time in
English, with more than 40 original photographs by
Zingg accompanying the text. Zingg recognized that the
alteration between dry and wet seasons pervades Huichol
myth and ritual as it does their subsistence activities, and
his arrangement of the texts sheds much light on Huichol
tradition. The volume contains both aboriginal myths
that attest to the abiding Huichol obligation to serve ancestors who control nature and its processes, and Christian-inspired myths that document the traumatic effect
that silver mining and Franciscan missions had on Huichol society.
0-8165-2317-7 U of A

An anthology of myths, narratives, poems, and proverbs.
0-8165-2237-1 U of A

Indian and Nation in Revolutionary Mexico
By Alexander S. Dawson
222 pages $45.00
During the 1020’s and 1930’s in Mexico, both intellectuals and government officials promoted ethnic diversity while attempting to overcome
the stigma of race in Mexican society. Programs such as the Indigenista
movement represented their efforts to redeem the Revolution’s promise
of a more democratic future for all citizens. This book explores three
decades of efforts on the part of government officials, social scientists,
and indigenous leaders to renegotiate the place of native peoples in Mexican society. It traces the movement’s origins as a humanitarian cause
among intellectuals, the involvement of government in bring education,
land reform, cultural revival, and social research to Indian communities;
and the active participation of Indian peoples. Anyone interested in Mexico should have an interest in this book.
0-8165-2345-2 U of A

A Sample of Special Order Books on the Aztec, Maya and Inca Cultures
Introduction to Classical Nahuatl
By J. Richard Andrews
704 pages $86.95
0-8061-3452-6 U of OK

Pre-Columbian Literatures of Mexico
By Miguel León-Portillo
194 pages $23.95
0-8061-1974-8 U of OK

Workbook for Introduction to Classical Nahuatl
By J. Richard Andrews
288 pages $43.95
0-8061-3453-4 U of OK

Corn is Our Blood: Culture and Ethnic Identity in a
Contemporary Aztec Village
By Alan R. Sandstrom
436 pages $35.95
0-8061-2403-2
Rio Azul: An Ancient Maya City
By Richard E. W. Adams
454 pages $43.95
0-8061-3076-8 U of OK

Mexico’s Indigenous Past
By Alfredo López Austin and Leonardo López Luján
368 pages $39.95
0-8061-3214-0 U of OK

Aztec Warfare: Imperial Expansion and Political Control
By Ross Hassig
404 pages $31.95
0-8061-2773-2 U of OK

Empire of the Incas
By Brundage
396 pages $24.95

A Guide to Ancient Maya Ruins
By C. Bruce Hunter
342 pages $19.95
0-8061-1992-6 U of OK

The Tenochco Empire of Ancient Mexico
The Triple Alliance of Tenochtitlan, Tetzcoco, and Tlacopan
By Pedro Carrasco
512 pages $66.00
0-8061-3144-6 U of OK

The Inca World: The Development of Pre-Columbian Peru
By Laura Laurencich Minelli
480 pages $34.95
0-8061-3221-3 U of OK
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AN AZTEC HERBAL
- The Classic Codex of 1552
By William Gates
Order number 0486411303-BK
144 pages paperback $10.95
Originally written in the Aztec language, Nahuatl, in 1552, this classic codex was the first herbal and medical
text compiled in the New World. The author of this extraordinarily rare and valuable document was Martin de
la Cruz, an Aztec physician, whose work was subsequently translated into Latin by an Aztec nobleman, Juan
Badiano. The book was translated into English in 1939 by William Gates. In these pages are centuries-old
Aztec remedies for boils, hair loss, cataracts, insomnia, sore throats, hiccups, gout, lesions, wounds, joint
diseases, tumors, and scores of other ailments. Over 180 black-and-white figures of the plants augment the text, along with 38 fullcolor illustrations made specially for the Gates edition. Additional supplements include an introduction to the Mexican botanical
system, an analytical index of the plants, and a new introduction by anthropologist Bruce Byland. Remarkable for its scope, detail,
careful observation, and accurate description, An Aztec Herbal stands as a magnificent example of the impressive medical knowledge of indigenous peoples. This handsome and inexpensive edition of a long-unavailable work promises to engender a new appreciation of the skill and inventiveness of Aztec medical practices in particular and of Native American science in general.
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